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Director of the Year
Whitney Thornton
York Public Schools
Each year, the Maine School Nutrition
Association recognizes the state's Director of
the Year. This year, Whitney Thornton from
York Schools is our 2021-2022 Director of the
Year! Whitney was nominated by her staff,
and if you follow her department's Facebook
page, you'll know why. Whitney, who earned a
Bachelor's of Mass Communication from
UMaine, and a Culinary Degree from Johnson
and Wales, brings restaurant-quality food to
the lucky students in all of York's schools.
You can often times see Whitney alongside
her staff whipping up an Asian Noodle Bowl
or Mexican Bowl in one of her schools, but
Whitney doesn't stop there! Whitney is
President- Elect of the Maine School
Nutrition Association, just visited
Washington DC to advocate for school
meals, and will be traveling to the National
Leaders Conference in April and then the
Annual National Conference in July.
Everyone at Maine SNA would like to thank
Whitney for her devotion to school meals
both within her district, but also for the work
she does on behalf of our State and for staff
and students around Maine.
Congratulations, Whitney!

Legislative Action Conference
Washington DC
March 6-8, 2022
In early March, six Maine School Nutrition Directors boarded a
plane to Washington D.C. to spend three days advocating for
the extension of the current USDA waivers that benefit school
nutrition programs. As it stands, the current waivers we have all
gotten used to since March 2020, are set to expire on June 30,
2022. These waivers include many flexibilities, including free
meals for all students at the Summer Meals reimbursement
rate, free summer meals for all students, regardless of a
district's free and reduced percentage rate, and meal pattern
flexibilities. The group of directors included Legislative CoChairs, Jeanne Reilly and Ellen Dore, Maine SNA President Tina
Fabian, past MSNA President Alisa Roman, MSNA PresidentElect, Whitney Thornton, and Caroline Trinder attended. The
conference was full of information and it took place during the
time congress was voting on an Omnibus budget package.
There was hope that funding for school meals would be added
to this all-encompassing federal budget, but much to the

group's dismay, school
meals was not added
to the package. As it
currently stands, the
waivers will expire June
30. That being said, a
bill has been
introduced just this
past week to bring up
the waiver extensions
again. We are all
hopeful it will pass!

The group seen with Senator
Angus King, I-ME

